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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the Messace you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

THE GREAT APOSTASY 

AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 

SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 


Single copies . 20 
History ee 40 
Complete set 


Your Opportunity to Help 


Place a one year’s subscription to the 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE in the hands 


@ Your loved relatives 


@ Your friends— (Protestant, 
Catholic, Jew or Infidel) 


@ Your local Public Library 
@ Your Sunday School 


@ Your College or School Library 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 


to young and old. Price ; . 50 


Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 


Children’s Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever. Entertaining, Instructive! 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price ........ .50 
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Comfort and Strength 


Dear Friends, 

After another year of trying to draw closer 
to Him, who has kept me in His care through 
many temptations, and trials, I find nothing 
more precious than His Word. 

When thinking on the Word of our Master, 
it gives great comfort and strength to help 
overcome the thirteen evils which are ever 
present. 

It is a wonderful thing to have this truth 
in our grasp, which comes so faithfully to our 
door. May God continue to bless and keep 
each and every one of you in the future as 
in the past. 


New York, N. Y. Miss M. P. 


Acknowledgement of Aid to Learning 


Dear Sir: 

Received your booklet “The Coming Of 
Jesus And Elijah.” Already the family has 
been greatly blessed in reading through it. 
Not only did it give us a deeper intention of 
studying our Bibles, but it made us want to 
order more of your booklets so they will be a 
guide in our studying. 


Princeton, Ky. G. M. 


Sacrifice for the Eternal Future 


Dear Maranatha Sister; 

We must put on the whole armor of God 
if we would be found worthy when the 
Master comes. We cannot just take our time, 
but must make haste to be ready. We must 
always be kind and forgiving, striving always 
to grow more like the Pattern that is set 
before us. 

If we always keep in mind the wonderful 
reward for the faithful, it will help us to 
pass through every necessary trial for our 
perfection. 


Milton Ia. _ = 


Maranatha! 


Dear Brother: 

Maranatha! The Lord is coming! We cer- 
tainly have enough evidence that He is 
coming but if we don’t believe the evi- 
dence we may as well throw the Bible away. 
The world being in the condition it is today 
is evidence of prophecy being fulfilled be- 
fore our very eyes. Crime and immorality is 
on the increase, children are disobedient to 
parents, men have become lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God, what more evid- 
ence do we need to prove the Bible divine? 

We need not fear nor be dismayed over 
these things if we have put our trust in 
God. We have the assurance that no harm will 
come upon us if we are faithful and obe- 
dient to His will. 

What a wonderful time that will be when 
wars shall cease and men shall dwell in 
peace. 

Wausau, Wis. a as 
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The Manifold Wisdom of God 


OD HAS a plan, a “hidden purpose—such was His 

will and pleasure determined beforehand in Christ 

—to be put into effect when the time was ripe: 
namely, that the universe, all in heaven and on earth, 
might be brought into a unity in Christ” (Eph. 1: 9, 10, 
New English Bible). It is God’s plan that in the fulness 
of time He will gather together in one all things in Christ. 
Through Christ the great consummation of God’s plan will 
be accomplished. He will gather the faithful of Abraham’s 
and Noah’s day, of Elijah’s and Daniel’s time, and the 
faithful of Paul’s day, and those who lived on through 
the years following the Apostolic Age, as long as there 
were any who submitted to God’s will. And He will not 
forget the faithful of our own day, those who in this age 
of unsurpassed wickedness and impiety have kept them- 
selves unspotted from the world. All will be rewarded 
together. When the fulness of time rolls round, when 
Christ returns from heaven with His mighty angels, when 
He comes in glory and power, He will gather them ail in, 
the inheritors of that glorious heavenly kingdom. 

We need not wonder that Paul said, “if ye have heard 
of the dispensation of the grace of God; ... that in the 
fulness of times” when the six thousand years have passed 
and Christ appears the second time, in glory—He will 
gather all the faithful in. Not a man or woman who has 
grown into holiness and become a part of the holy temple 
of the Lord will be left out, but all will be gathered in, 
in that glorious coming Age. 


The “Mystery” of Christ, a Revealed Secret 


Then Paul continues in Eph. 3: 3: “How that by reve- 
lation he made known unto me the mystery (as I wrote 
afore in few words).” That word “mystery” has for one 
of its definitions: “that which requires teaching.” The 
newer versions reveal this definition: “how the divine 
secret was disclosed to me by revelation”; “a revelation of 
the truth hitherto kept secret was made known to me.” 
The things revealed to Paul were truths not generally 
known, a measure of the superior wisdom of God which 
could be known only by those willing to apply themselves 
and learn; features known only to the initiated. 

That is a comprehensive definition of the word mystery 
—‘‘all matters which require teaching.” And by whom are 
we taught? If we want to know the grand plan or purpose 
of the living God, we must be willing to be taught by 
Jesus, the apostles and prophets. This plan is not known 
by all. The wise of this world do not understand the 
knowledge of God; but if we are willing to be built upon 
the foundation of the apostles, prophets and Jesus, then 
we can know it is necessary to be taught, that there is no 
other way. 

The prophet Isaiah said: “And all thy children shall 
be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of 
thy children” (54: 13). There is no other way of gaining 
this knowledge. And Jesus was quoting Isaiah when He 
said: “No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the 
last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be 
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, 


nod hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (John 
G: 44, 45). In that glorious “dispensation of the fulness 
oi times,” all of God’s children that have been taught and 
have grown to a holy temple in the Lord shall be raised 
up to inherit the throne of glory. It will be a wonderful 
day, a time of unspeakable biiss. 

‘chen Paul continues in Eph. 2: 4, 5: ““Whereby, when 
ye read, ye may understand my know:.edge in the mystery 
of Christ,” You have to be taught, you must be willing 
to read in order to understand this p:an of the great and 
mighty God “which in other »ges was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit.” In due time this 
knowledge was revealed through the prophets and apos- 
tles; Paul tells us of it in I Corinthians 2. ‘Where is the 
wise?” He asks, “Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world?” (ch. 1: 20). 

The Wisdom to be Sought 


He then tells us: “And my speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the spirit and of power, that your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the 
princes of this world that come to nought” (2: 4—6). 

Paul shunned the wisdom of this world (vreligiously 
speaking), for it is only foolishness with God. “But we 
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,’—that which 
must be taught to be comprehended, that which is “known 
only to the initiated.” This is the meaning of the word 
mystery: ‘all matters which have to be taught’—the 
“hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world 
to our glory.” [t is hidden to those who will not learn. 

The Wise Man declares, “If thou criest after wisdom, 
and liftest up thy voice for understanding, . . then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowl- 
edge of God.” In any affair of life one must be taught. 
He who would understand law must study; for the accom- 
plished musician, teaching and application are necessary. 
To understand any science, the aspirant must be taught; 
and so to obtain this wisdom of God, teaching and study 
are necessary. 

That divine wisdom, “none of the princes of this world 
knew, for had they have known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.” The princes of this world 
did not know in that age, neither do they know in this age, 
this wisdom which God has revealed through the prophets, 
Jesus and the apostles. 

The potency of this profound wisdom Paul reveals: 
“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 


which God hath prepared for them that love him” (v. 9). 
It brings life, it brings glory, it brings more than eye 
hath seen or ear heard, or the mind of man conceived. 
None, except those who are willing to learn, have ever 
heard in the fullest sense of the term. To learn, we have 
to bow down our ear and listen to the words of God, 
which He has revealed through the prophets, Jesus and 
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the apostles. When we will do that, we can become wise 
in this superior knowledge of God. 


The Unsearchable Riches of Christ 


teferring again to Ephesians 3 we read: “Whereof I 
was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace 
of God given unto me by the effectual working of this 
power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given, that 1 should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ” (vs. 7, 8). Paul 
says, | was sent to the Gentiles to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Our being Gentiles, this message con- 
ceins us. 

“Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men 
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created 
all things by Jesus Christ” (vs. 8, 9). Hidden in God; 
it is obtained by study and application only. Only by 
learning of God’s plan, is this deep wisdom of Holy Writ 
obtained. 

He “created all things by Jesus Christ.” What “all 
things” were created by Jesus Christ? We must keep in 
mind Heb. 2: 5, which says, “To the angels hath he not 
put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.” 
That is the world that wil! be gathered in; all the 
believers, all the faithful ones will, in the fulness of time, 
be gathered in. They compose the “world to come.” Not 
the ‘present evil world,” not the natural Jew or Gentiles, 
but He is creating citizens for the ‘“‘world to come,” the 
faithful called out during this long day of salvation to be 
kings and priests with Christ, and those taken out during 
the Millennium who will compose the subjects of the 
“world to come whereof we speak.” 

Paui continues in Ephesians 2: “To the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God” (vy. 10). He wanted us to know more of God’s plan 
than for this earth only. He wanted us to know of the 
“manifold” wisdom, the many folds of the wisdom of 
God. There are many folds to His plan. If people had 
believed these revealing words, they would not have 
thought that God had squandered ages in splendid isola- 
tion, with nothing more to show for His effort than this 
little earth, and the taking out of a people upon it. They 
would have known that God has a wonderful universe, 
and is peopling untold millions of worlds with His happy 
family. And Paul says, | want you to know it. If we are 
willing to learn, we can gain this knowledge. It was His 
desire that now “unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the church the mani- 
fold wisdom of God’”—the many folds of the wisdom of 
God. This earth is one little fold only of the wonderful 
plan of the great and living God, and Paul wanted man- 
kind to know it; to know God has a family on Jupiter, 
Saturn, and in the worlds of the constellation Orion, and 
in millions of other worlds that revolve in the immensity 
Ol space. 

And this is God’s eternal plan and purpose, as stated 
in v. 11: “According to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This purpose in 
Christ Jesus our Lord for the earth is only according to 
God’s eternal plan; that is, from the beginning, from 


the eternity in the past, He has been working. And He 
will continue to work through the eternity yet future— 
glorifying worlds in space, filling them with righteous, 
purified, immortal beings, all obeying His righteous laws. 

I want you to understand this, said Paul, and that at 
the close of the day of salvation yor mankind there will 
be another gathering of this family of God on our earth. 
The subjects of the kingdom then all having been devel- 
oped, the family on this earth will be complete, like the 
glorified families on other worlds where God’s plan is 
completed, according to the eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Ultimately our earth shall be filled with God’s glory 
and become a part of heaven. The plan on earth is accord- 
ing to His eternal purpose, a plan that has been operating 
through an eternity in the past, and will continue to 
operate through the eternity yet future. God has been 
filling unnumbered worlds with happy immortal beings, 
all of whom had to obey God’s law to merit that blissful 
reward, hence the plan on this earth is only one fold of 
that manifold wisdom of God. 


The Whole Family in Heaven 


Paul says further: ‘“‘Wherefore I desire that ye faint 
not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. For 
this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named” (Eph. 3: 12, 13). That shows God has a 
family in heaven. The astronomers now tell us that 
there are billions of worlds revolving in the immensity of 
space. They have searched the heavens with their mighty 
telescopes, but they know nothing about God’s plan. Oh, 
if they would spend one tenth of the time studying the 
Bible, that they spend with their telescopes, they would 
be able to comprehend the composition of the coming 
new heavens, that it is glorious immortals, and gain an 
understanding of God’s plan for the earth. 

They spend years and years studying the heavens, as 
a Flammarion, a noted French astronomer; he started 
gazing into the heavens when but ten years of age. He 
lived to be an old man and he spent most of his time 
studying the heavens. And contrary to the beliefs held 
during his lifetime, he said, Every star that shines in the 
immensity of space is inhabited. He was one astronomer 
who agreed with the Biblical approach, that every world 
is filled with inhabitants. But Paul knew, he could say: 
“For this cause I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is numed” (Eph. 3: 14). 

Paul did not bow his knees to a God who had been 
working only a few thousand years, and had just begun 
to take out a little handfu! of people on this earth. That 
was not the God that he was serving and to whom he 
bowed his knees, but to a God who is the Father of the 
“whole family” in heaven as well as those taken out on 
this earth—a family existent from countless ages past. 

God has a family in heaven, and also a family on the 
earth, and He is going to take in other worlds, and worlds, 
and worlds! His plan is manifold. Through endless agés 
He will continue to take out men and women who will 
form characters worthy of living in the sphere of the 
immortals. Oh, such wonderful knowledge! It should impel 
us to expand our minds to take in more and more of God’s 
manifold wisdom, that we might expand our actions. 
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Infidel, Freethinker, Christian—God! 


Something that Mr. Ingersoll, the noted infidel, once 
said is in sharp contrast to Paul’s reverent attitude. Mr. 
Ingersoll’s statement is shamefully irreverent: “If by any 
possibility, the existence of a power, superior to, and 
independent of nature shall be demonstrated, then it will 
be time enough to kneel. Until then, let us stand erect.” 
He said, in effect, it was not demonstrated to him that 
there is a power beyond the forces of nature, as though 
nature, of itself, apart from a wise directing mind, could 
have created such a wonderful universe, and caused 
countless worlds to revolve in the immensity of space 
without one mishap or collision! You would think a man 
with the reputed intelligence of Mr. Ingersoll would have 
known better. He said, I will kneel when such a power 
is demonstrated, otherwise let us stand erect. Ah! Paul 
knew there is a power beyond the phenomenon we call 
nature, a mighty, all-powerful Hand, that can do every- 
thing right. Nature exists as the end result of the work- 
ings of the Creator, and can do nothing of itself. 

These are the words of one infidel, and they called to 
my mind the words of another freethinker, Thomas Paine 
of Revolutionary fame. Mr. Ingersoll thought Thomas 
Paine was about the greatest man that ever lived. Mr. 
Ingersoll said that he would not kneel but preferred to 
stand erect till he should find a power beyond the powers 
of nature. But Thomas Paine took an entirely different 
attitude. His criticisms were directed against the false 
doctrines which were extant and not against the Bible 
itself. He was mistaken as to what the Bible really taught. 
He evaluated its teachings from the standpoint of the 
false creeds. 

Thomas Paine would not believe in eternal torment and 
many other things. Throughout his writings it is apparent 
that he thought the Bible taught these doctrines. But 
when he came to speak of God he showed great reverence. 
He said: ‘Do we want to contemplate His power? We see 
it in the unchangeable order by which the incomprehensible 
whole is governed. Do we want to contemplate His munifi- 
cence? We see it in the abundance with which He fills 
the earth. Do we want to contemplate His mercy? We see 
it in His not withholding that abundance even from the 
unthankful. 

“The only idea man can affix to the name of God, is 
that of a first cause, the cause of all things.” He looked 
out and saw a God sending His rain on the just and the 
unjust, and he realized there must be a First Cause, a 
cause of al! things. ““And, incomprehensible and difficult 
as it is for a man to conceive what a first cause is, he 
arrives at the belief of it, from the tenfold greater diffi- 
culty of disbelieving it. It is difficult beyond description 
to conceive that space can have no end; but it is more 
difficult to conceive an end. It is difficult beyond the 
power of man to conceive an eternal duration of what 
we call time; but it is more impossible to conceive a time 
when there shall be no time. 

“In like manner of reasoning, everything we behold 
carries in itself the enternal evidence that it did not 
make itself. Every man is an evidence to himself, that 
he did not make himself; neither could his father make 
himself, nor his grandfather, nor any of his race; 
neither could any tree, plant, or animal make itself; and 
it is the conviction arising from this evidence, that 


carries us on, as it were, by necessity, to the belief of a 
first cause eternally existing, of a nature totally different 
to any material existence we know of, and by the power 
of which all thinvs exist...” 

These are remarkable words for him to have uttered, 
wonderful words! He refers in this connection to the 19th 
Psalm. You know the first verse reads: ‘The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork.” He realized there is a creative force beyond 
the power of nature, able to create and bring into exist- 
ence, and he says: “I insert in this place the 19th Psalm, 
as paraphrased into English verse by Addison... ” 

“The spacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ethereal sky, 

And spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
Their great original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator’s power display; 

And publishes to every land, 

The work of an Almighty hand. 

Soon as the evening shades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
And nightly to the listening earth, 
Repeats the story of her birth; 

Whilst all the stars that ’round her burn, 
And all the planets, in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And spread the truth from pole to pole. 
What though in solemn silence all 
Move ’round this dark terrestrial ball; 
What though no real voice, nor sound, 
Amidst their radiant orbs be found, 
In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 
Forever singing as they shine, 

THE HAND THAT MADE US Is DIVINE.” 

That is a striking thought for an infidel to put forward, 
“THE HAND THAT MADE US IS DIVINE.” 

“What more does man want to know,” Mr. Paine asks, 
“than that the hand or power that made these things is 
Divine, is Omnipotent? Let him believe this with the 
force it is impossible to repel, if he permits his reason to 
act, and his rule of moral life will follow, of course.” 

He says, Let him believe that the Hand that made all 
things is Divine, that there is a Mighty God ruling the 
universe, and then a “moral life will follow, of course.” 
We must let the words of this Almighty Hand, this 
Almighty Power, rule and govern us. 

We read further: “The Almighty Lecturer,”— the 
Writer of this Book—‘by displaying the principles of 
science in the structure of the universe, has invited man 
to study and to imitation. It is as if He had said to the 
inhabitants of this globe, that we call ours, ‘I have made 
an earth for men to dwell upon, and I have rendered the 
starry heavens visible, to teach him science and the arts. 
He can now provide for his own comforts, AND LEARN 
FROM MY MUNIFICENCE TO ALL, TO BE KIND TO EACH 
OTHER.’ ” 

Truly man should learn from God’s longsuffering and 
kindness to become like Him. He continues: 

“Of what use is it, unless it be to teach man something, 
that his eye is endowed with the power of beholding, to 
an incomprehensible distance, an immensity of worlds 
revolving in the ocean of space? 

“What has man to do with the Pleiades, with Orion, 


with Sirius, with the star he calls the North Star, with 


the moving orbs he has named Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, 
Venus, Mercury, if no uses are to follow from their being 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Fulfilled Prophecies 
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PART II 


SIDON, THE ANCIENT, WHICH STILL STANDS, 
THOUGH SCARRED BY WARS AS FORETOLD. 


THE PROPHECY 


“Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon.... For I will send 
into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the 
wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword 
upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord.” Ezekiel 28 : 22, 23. 


The prophecy against Sidon is very different from that 
concerning Tyre. It was foretold that Tyre would be 
destroyed, made bare like a rock, and built no more. The 
prediction against Sidon is that blood will be in her 
streets, her wounded shall fall in the midst of her, and 
the sword is to be on her on every side. But there is no 
doom of extinction pronounced against her as was the 
case with Tyre. 

Today Sidon is a flourishing city of some twenty thou- 
sand population. It still stands, while every trace of Tyre 
has vanished. But though the prediction spared Sidon, 
yet she was to suffer greatly, and the long and checkered 
history of the city abundantly confirms the prophesied 
judgments that were to come upon her. 

In 351 B. c. the city was under the dominion of Persia. 
It revolted and the Persian army besieged it. “When all 
hope of saving their city was gone, 40,000 citizens chose 
to die rather than submit to Persian vengeance. They shut 
themselves up with their wives and children, set fire to 





SIDON, ONE OF THE OLDEST CITIES IN THE WORLD 
Sidon has not perished like her daughter Tyre, but has been the scene of war and blood- 


shed as predicted by the Prophet. 


their dwellings, and perished amid the flames.” 

But the doom of suffering did not end with this tragic 
event. It has continued to rest upon it throughout the 
centuries. In the days of the crusades it was taken and 
retaken again and again by opposing forces. Three times 
it was captured by the Crusaders, and three times it fell 
before the Moslem armies. The sword was indeed “‘upon 
her on every side.” 

Even in modern times tribulation has continued to be 
meted out to the city. It has been the scene of conflicts 
between the Druses and the Turks, and between the 
Turks and the French. In 1840 Sidon ‘‘was bombarded by 
the combined fleets of England, France, and Turkey.” 

Thus in the case of Sidon as in that of Tyre, we see 
how the prediction has been literally and precisely fulfilled 
during the long centuries that have intervened since the 
forecast was uttered. Not once but many times blood has 
been in her streets, her wounded have fallen in the midst 
of her, and the sword has been “upon her on every side.” 

No human eye could have looked down the long corridor 
of time and foretold the events of these sister cities 
with such absolute precision. No human mind could have 
foretold 2,500 years ago that Tyre would be extinct, and 
Sidon would continue, but suffer tribulation during the 
succeeding centuries; instead of Tyre enduring sorrows, 
and Sidon being desolate and deserted during this long 
period. Here is indisputable proof of the supernatural 
character of the Word of God. “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away.’ 





(Adapted from Fulfilled Prophecies that Prove the Bible by George 
T. B. Davies. Used by permission of the author). 
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A HYMN OF FAITH 
PSALM FOUR 


O God, Thou art my righteousness, 
Lord, hear me when I call: 
Thou hast set me at liberty 
When I was bound in thrall. 
Have mercy, Lord, therefore on me, 
And grant me my request: 
For unto Thee incessantly 
To cry I will not rest. 


O mortal men, how long will ye 
My glory thus despise? 

Why wander ye in vanity 
And follow after lies? 

Know ye that good and godly men 
The Lord doth take and choose: 
And when to Him I make complaint, 

He doth me not refuse. 





We Have the Promise of 
This Life 


ITH OUR MINDS enlightened by the Word of God, 

we can boldly affirm that the God of heaven never 
in any age taught that anyone can be saved by death- 
bed repentance. It is one of the false doctrines which 
has done more injury than any other promulgated; for 
it has lulled mankind into a deceitful slumber—they think 
they can sow to the flesh as they please, spend their best 
years in the ways of folly, and in the closing hours of a 
misspent life call on God for mercy, and at death be 
ushered into the realms of the blest. 

You may ask: “How can a man do God’s will if it has 
not been revealed to him?” Jesus made that point plain 
as recorded in John 7: 17, “Jf any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine.” If a man will do God’s 
will, there is no danger of his dying in the wilds of 
Africa or the plains of India, or any other spot on earth, 
ignorant of His Word. The same mighty God who can 
bestow the promised boon is able to arrange the circum- 
stances so that all such will hear. Then, thank God! we 
can know that our life will be extended that we may have 
time to exercise unto godliness. 

Listen to the promise God gave through Paul: “Exer- 
cise thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise 
profiteth little (for a little while—margin) ; but godliness 
is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come” (I Tim. 4: 7, 
8). These testimonies establish the justice of God, that 
He will never allow one to die in ignorance of His Word 
who would have done His will had he known it. 

We read in Jer. 13: 15, 16, 23: “Hear ye, and give ear; 
be not proud, for the Lord hath spoken. Give glory to the 
Lord your God, before he cause darkness, and before 
your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while 
ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and 
make it gross darkness.” What does God want us to hear? 
He wants us to hear that we must give glory to His name 
now, before the shadow of death hovers over us. We 
must put away our iniquities now, for there will be no 


time when in death’s embrace. The Lord wants this to 
make a deep impression upon our minds, therefore He 
says: “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed 
to do evil.” Lid you ever see the skin of an Ethiopian 
change, or the spots on the leopard fade away? Then you 
can know, says the Almighty, that you cannot keep the 
law, overcome all evil with good, when death overtakes 
you. 

Men claiming to dispense the gospel may lull you into 
a deceitful slumber by promising salvation apart from 
good works, but we cry in the words of the Apostle, “Be 
not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap ... For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 
cision, but a new creature” (Gal. 6:7, 15). A new 
creature is the only creature that wiil avail in the eyes of 
the Almighty, and we cannot attain this height in a day 
or a week; it must be a growth unto holiness. No truer 
words were ever spoken than those in Heb. 10: 36: “For 
ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise.” 

Should a cyclone visit our city and threaten desolation 
and death, the air would be filled with cries imploring 
God to have mercy, but let the storm abate and serenity 
again prevail, and what would most people do? Would 
they turn from their evil ways and devote their lives to 
God’s service? No indeed! They would go back to their 
pleasure-seeking in its almost numberless forms, with no 
time or desire to read God’s Word, or to make them- 
selves worthy of eternal life; thus proving themselves 
unworthy of God’s mercy. 


THE BELIEVER’S HERITAGE 


No care can come where God doth guard; 
No ill befall whom He doth keep; 

In safety hid, of trouble rid, 
I lay me down in peace and sleep. 


I wholly love Thy holy name; 

I hail with joy Thy glorious will; 
Where’er I go, ’tis joy to know 

That Thou, my King, art near me still. 


Thy power immense, consummate, grand, 
Thy wisdom, known to Thee alone, 

Thy perfect love, all thoughts above, 
Make me a sharer in Thy love. 


With Thee abiding none can fear, 
Tar ar Oy q a . 
Nor lack, of every good possessed; 
Thy grace avails, whate’er assails, 
And I in Thee am fully blest. 


Then leap, my heart, exultant, strong, 
Cast every doubt and weight away; 
Give thanks and praise to God always, 

For He will guide to perfect day! 





If they refuse to melt—keep on smiling! Remember 
that the sun seldom melts all! the snow in one day! 
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The Manifold Wisdom of God 


(Continued from page 5) 

visible? It is only by contemplating what he calls the 
starry heavens, as the book and school of science, that he 
discovers any use in their being visible to him, or any 
advantage resulting from his immensity of vision. But 
when he contemplates the subject in this light, he sees 
an additional motive for saying that nothing was made 
in vain,” 

Ah! Indeed, not one of those worlds was made in vain. 
Thomas Paine had the reverence to say, what | see demon- 
strates something beyond what I know. Indeed, God is 
back of all the powers of nature, but nature is not God. 
We, who know the truth, should bow our knees in humble 
submission; and if we have that love for God, a reverence 
for God, we will listen to His Word, to His wise counsel; 
we will not be directed by the thoughts of our own little 
finite brain, but we will realize now little we know. It is 
natural for human nature to think it knows more than 
it does; it is natural for us to think we are something. 

People are so apt to want to pride themselves in the 
little they can do; but when we come to realize the depth 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God, and His magnificent 
works, it will cause us—if we really take it in—to realize 
our own insignificance, and we will be willing to be taught, 
be willing to learn of His profound knowledge. 

Growth of the “Inner Man,” One Fold 


And then Paul continues in Ephesians 3, after telling 
us in v. 15 of the whole family of God in heaven and earth, 
he then says, v. 16: “That he would grant you, according 
to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his spirit in the inner man.” 

The inner man is the new man, the man growing in 
truth, living right, growing into holiness; and if only 
we will let the word of truth dwell richly in our mind, if 
we always keep God’s promises before us, it will 
strengthen us to resist evil. When tempted to get angry, 
if we let the words of the Psalmist, ‘Cease from anger, 
and forsake wrath,” dwell richly in our mind; or if we 
remember the words of Paul in Eph. 4: 31: “Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice,” and 
remember the reward He will give, we can resist that 
evil. We never will do the work unless we keep the prize 
in view. Jesus, “for the joy that was set before Him,” 
could endure the trials through which He had to pass; 
and so if we keep the joy in mind, and remember the 
Word, the divine commandments, then we too shall be 
able to resist all evil. 

In effect, Paul says further in the chapter, If you let 
the truth richly dwell in you until the Word of God 
impels you to remember and keep His commandments, 
then vou “may be able to comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height.’”’ He 
wants us to comprehend the truth that God’s wonderful 
plan for the salvation of mankind is not something new 
or of recent origin, but it is a plan of long standing and 
broad coverage. It has length, breadth, depth and height. 
It is the eternal plan of God Almighty. 

The more we take in of the scope of God’s glorious 
plan, the more we become rooted and grounded in the 
keeping of His holy commandments. He wants us to 
expand our minds to take in something more than the 
interests of the fleeting moment. It is all right to labor 


in temporal things, we all have to make a living, but we 
must be especially absorbed with the length and breadth 
of the knowledge of the living God, and what it holds 
out to us, that we may “know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with all the 
fulness of God.” 

Then the Apostle, full of testimony, reveals the glorious 
climax: “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3: 20). To think 
of worshiping a God who is able to do ‘exceeding abun- 
dantly above” all that we can ask or think! We can think 
of many things, and we can ask for many things; but, 
oh, that Great, Mighty God, the All-Wise, Eternal Being, 
is able to do “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Jesus Christ throughout all 
ages, world without end.” There is a wonderful thought 
in that phrase, “world without end.” That coming Day, 
that “world to come whereof we speak,” shall never end. 

The scenes of the present will pass away. Proud 
Babylon with all her glory passed away, and the Medo- 
Persian kingdom which conquered Babylon passed away; 
and Greece, though strong, passed out of existence, and 
then Rome, the kingdom represented by iron, ceased to 
exist as an empire, and now only its broken fragments 
remain. All earthly dynasties have passed away, and all 
others shall, but Christ is coming, and ‘‘unto him be glory 
in the church by Jesus Christ throughout ages, world 
without end.” That is the world he speaks of, the ‘‘world 
to come.” That glorious age to be ushered in at the coming 
of Jesus, shall never end, shall never, never pass away. 

There never has existed an earthly kingdom that did 
not grow weaker and weaker until it passed away; but 
this Kingdom that is coming, the Kingdom referred to 
in Jesus’ forecast of His loving invitation to the faithful, 
“Come ye blessed of my Father inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you,” shall never, never pass away. It shall 
be a world without end. 

That is the glorious promise which God has given which 
will be fulfilled when we are clothed with immortality, 
eternal life. When this poor, weak, mortal, dying frame, 
—if only worthy—shall “put on immortality,” and this 
“corruptible, shall put on incorruption”’; when we receive 
that wonderful change, we shall never grow old. No 
matter what health or strength we now have, we all are 
growing older, tending to death and the tomb. How many 
are dying, how many are passing out of existence, not 
only by natural causes, but by accident, and acts of vio- 
lence, and we have no assurance of this life. 

God never promised His angel should encamp about us 
unless we fear Him and work righteousness. He has given 
us this life gratis, but if we want the life to come we 
must work for it. If we seek for that glory to be revealed 
at the coming of the Master, and are doing all on our part 
to prepare for it, then He has promised that the angel of 
the Lord shall encamp round about us and deliver us. 
We shall have enough of this life to do the work in. We 


should always remember I Tim. 4: 8: “Bodily exercise 


profiteth little’ (for a little time). We may exercise, 
breathe in the fresh air, but that profits only for a little 
while, “but godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is’—the present life— 
“and of that which is to come.” How wise, then, to exercise 
to godliness, that we may gain the life to come, and live 
in that glorious ‘“‘world without end.” 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(Continued from page 11) 
seven months, and God had plagued them with a painful 
disease, besides sending a plague of mice among them. 
The priests of the Philistines advised the people not to 
send the ark home empty, but to send a present to the 
God of Israel, five golden replicas of the bodily swellings 
which they had suffered, and five golden mice, that He 
might relieve them of the affliction that He had brought 
upon them. And they added: “Wherefore then do ye 
harden your hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hard- 
ened their hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the people go, and they 
departed?” (I Sam. 6: 6). The Egyptians, like Pharaoh, 
hardened their hearts when God wrought wonderfully 
among them. 





“As an interested reader of your magazine could I enquire 
regarding a statement in your issue dated Feb. 18 in the 
article, Who Is it that Has No Cloak for His Sins? page 4, 
second column, halfway down, which reads “While Adam was 
not the first man to live on the earth.’ I should be interested 
to know on what evidence you base your statement.” 


We do not believe that all of the human race started 
from one man, Adam, or that Adam was the first man God 
created to inhabit the earth. The account of creation in 
the first of Genesis is an outline of God’s plan for the 
earth and mankind, and not an account of a literal crea- 
tion. If taken literally then the sun, moon, stars, the earth 
and man, were created only six thousand years ago and 
in six twenty-four hour days. Reason, revelation, and 
science forbid such a position; existing fossils of pre- 
historic men and animals forbid it. 

Adam was the first man (selected from the races then 
existing upon earth) to have revealed to him the way 
of salvation; he was the beginning of God’s work upon 
earth at creating men and women in “righteousness and 
true holiness” (Eph. 4: 24), but he was not the father 
of all living in a physical sense. 

You mention I Cor, 15: 45 as potential proof that 
Adam was the first man created on earth, but the text 
does not say that. It reads: “And so it is written, The 
first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam 
was made a quickening spirit.” The New English Bible 
reads: ‘“ ‘The first man, Adam, became an animate being’, 
whereas the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit.” 
The first man Adam became an animate being, not that 
he was the first man ever to live upon the earth. 

I believe you would find our booklet, “Spiritual Cre- 
ation,” listed on inside front cover of the MESSAGE, edu- 
cational and helpful. 


Now our life grows shorter and shorter; then it will grow 
longer and longer. 





They are never alone who are accompanied by noble 
thoughts. 





Everyone becomes discontented if he ignores his blessings 
and looks only at his burdens. 


FULLY CONTENT 
I know not, and I would not know, 
Content, I leave it all with Thee; 
Tis ever best it should be so; 
As Thou wilt have it let it be. 


But this I know: that every day 
And every step for me is planned; 
I surely cannot lose the Way 
While He is holding fast my hand. 


And surely, whatsoe’er betide, 
I never shall be left alone: 
Thou standest ever by my side; 
To Thee my future all is known. 


And wheresoe’er my lot may fall 
The way before is marked by Thee; 

The windings of my life are all 
Unfoldings of Thy love to me. 


We need not be rich to be generous, nor have all wisdom 
to be understanding. Our influence may not be great, but 
it can be good. Our speech may not be eloquent, but it 
can be truthful and sincere. We cannot all have good 
looks, but we can have good conscience, and, having that, 
we shall have peace of mind and need fear no man. 


OBITUARY 


MINNIE LENA RATHBUN 


On July 22, funeral services for Mrs. Minnie Lena 
Rathbun of Avon, New York were conducted at Brown’s 
Funeral Home, Livonia, New York. 

The deceased had been interested in and affiliated with 
the Megiddo Mission Church for over thirty years. Our 
Sister, with her husband and family, became interested in 
our literature while residing in Sedan, Kansas, having 
answered our advertisement in 1920, “Elijah coming 
before Christ.” 

Sister Rathbun and her husband made their home with 
a son, G. Alwin Rathbun at Avon, N. Y., from where, it 
was her joy and comfort to journey with the family, to 
our Rochester church for services almost weekly, as long 
as she was able. Through long, lingering illness to which 
she finally succumbed, she was tenderly cared for by her 
daughter, Rosetta Louise. 

Our Sister’s hope was that of the Scriptures, a resur- 
rection of Christ’s servants of the ages, at His return, and 
Judgment and reward, every man according as his works 
shall be. 

Sister Rathbun is survived by her husband, Gideon 
Albert Rathbun, two sons, Walter A. of Peru, Kansas; 
G. Alwin, and one daughter, R. Louise, Avon, New York; 
a grandson, Clifton H. Fleming of our Rochester congre- 
gation, and three other grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren all of Peru, Kansas. 

Services were conducted by the Rev. K. E. Flowerday. 
Interment at Livonia, New York. 


* * * s s s 


Criticism may be hard medicine to take, but it wakes a man 
! 
up! 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption” Psalm 130 : 7. 


Truly we can hope in the Lord. In fact, He is the only 
One in whom we can hope without disappointment. If we 
hope in ourselves we shall surely fail; not that we will 
neglect doing everything in our power to obtain what we 
desire, but it is physically impossible to fulfill our wish 
due to human limitations and the fickle nature of our 
mind. If we hope in others, they too are limited by the 
same handicaps as we ourselves; and besides, we have no 
assurance that we can continue in their good graces. We 
may bask in the sunshine of their favor one day, and they 
may turn a cold shoulder the next. 

But with the Almighty it is different; we can hope 
safely in Him. “Every good ...and... perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing” (James 1: 17). 

And who could fail to agree with the Psalmist that 
“with the Lord there is mercy’? Surely His longsuifer- 
ing with the human race is beyond anything we could 
reasonably expect. Since the dawn of civilization man’s 
record has been one of wars, of atrocities, of inhumanity 
man to man. The earth is the property of Almighty God, 
yet He has suffered the masses to desecrate it with all 
sorts of crime, debauchery and misbehavior. Pleasure- 
seeking, graft, political corruption, and iniquity of all 
kinds have gone almost unchecked, and still the Almighty 
allows man to run his course. 

On the whole, people are very unappreciative. We com- 
plain about the weather. We may enjoy abundant health 
for a thousand days in succession, yet if that splendid 
rhythm is temporarily broken by a period of indisposition, 
forgetting our past blessings, we complain, Why has God 
afflicted me? If a member of our immediate family suc- 
cumbs to disease, or meets an accidental death during the 
early years of life, we blame the Lord for it, as though we 
felt that to be worthy of our praise He should give every 
one eighty or more years of mortal life. 

And even among us who are making a major effort to 
conform our lives to the Christian pattern, who can say 
we have not needed the mercy of God? Times without 
number, we have broken our sacred covenant with the 
Eternal, giving way to the promptings of the flesh after 
agreeing to serve Him with all our mind, might and 
strength. We have given way to our tempers, ignoring 
that command in James 1: 4, “But let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.” 

Time and again we have permitted our vision to be- 
come distorted, and our eye so dazzled by the cheap glit- 
ter of the present, that the things seen at close range 
have completely obliterated the grandeur of that “far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II Cor. 
4:17). To enumerate in detail all the sins of omission and 


the sins of commission would make a long list indeed, 
and yet in His mercy God still gives us time to repent 
and reform. 

The most assuring thought of our meditation text oc- 
curs in the last sentence: “and with him [the Lord] is 
plenteous redemption.” There are many things from 
which we need to be redeemed. Outstanding among these 
is the redemption from death and the ravages of mortal- 
ity. But this redemption is the final step, the sequel to a 
number of other redemptions that must precede it in 
their proper order. 

By nature we are slaves to many ways and desires of 
our own which are contrary to God. The human mind has 
been fittingly compared to an open torch “blown and 
flared by every wind of passion’s sway.” We are double- 
minded, with a mind to serve God one day and a mind to 
serve self the next. We are double-tongued: “Out of the 
same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. . . These 
things ought not so to be” (James 3: 10). In place of 
having our eye single to the glory of God, we are prone 
to have our interests divided, one eye on the world trying 
to please men, and the other upon God. We need redeem- 
ing from all these human incongruities. God’s Word, 
with its commands and promises of future rewards, alone 
can impel us to take the steps that will redeem us; it can 
provide an anchor to our souls, stabilizing our lives as 
nothing else can. 

Yhen we have need of redemption from false beliefs 
that we have received by tradition. Saint Paul foretold a 
time would come when men would not endure sound doc- 
trine, but after their own lusts should heap to themselves 
teachers having itching ears, and they should turn away 
the ears of the people from the truth to fables (II Tim. 
4:3, 4). We read again of this redemption in I Pet. 1: 
18, ‘‘Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things ... from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers.” Much of the 
theology of the religious world is based only on tradition 
as some of the major denominations openly admit— 
and from such beliefs we need redeeming. 





We also need to be redeemed from false practices. 
When Jesus said to the Jews, “Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make vou free,” they retorted: ‘“‘We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man.” 
Jesus’ reply was, ‘Whosoever committeth sin is the serv- 
ant of sin’ (John 8 : 32—34). So long as we continue in 
sin we are the servants of sin; and God, through the 
medium of His Word, is willing and able to redeem us 
from that bondage, if we will be redeemed. 

In Ps. 116: 7, 8 King David touchingly speaks of the 
redemption and deliverance that he experienced as he 
walked faithfully with his God: “Return unto thy rest, 
O my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling.” 

Then the final phase of the plenteous redemption is 
the redemption from eternal death, and all the ills, aches 
and disappointments of mortality. We read of this re- 
demption in Hosea 13: 14, “I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction.”” Surely this will be “plenteous redemption,” 
the realization of our fondest hopes. 





Questions and Answers 


“What { should like to know is when Elijah comes will he 
find ali kinds of people on earth, good and bad, wicked and 
evil, preachers that are preaching false doctrines of all kinds?” 


Yes, he most certainly will. lf he should come today 
he would find people just as they are today, the majority 
fit only to be cursed. Malachi 4: 6 is definite: “he shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse.” They will be in a condition 
to be cursed at Christ’s appearing, and to prevent the 
curse Elijah will come first and turn a few to God. 





“Will Elijah find preachers that are preaching false doctrines 
of all kinds; will the wicked at that time have a chance to 
repent and follow after Christ; if they do have that chance 
don’t you think there will be thousands who will see their 
error in their past life and belief, and will change to the 
gospel of Christ, and be saved?” 


Yes. He will find preachers preaching false doctrines 
of all kinds. ‘‘Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many won- 
derful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me: ye that work iniquity ” 
(Matt. 7: 22, 23). 

Yes, there will be thousands that will see the error of 
their past life and will change to the gospel of Christ, 
Two-thirds of all the inhabitants of the earth will be 
destroyed, one-third spared (Zech. 13: 8). 





“What about the tens of thousands, and even millions, that 
have believed in the past before Elijah or Christ? They may 
not have believed the truth as far as Christ’s doctrine is con- 
cerned, but they believed all or what the preachers or leaders 
taught them during their lifetime. It may not have been Bible 
proof all the way as we believe it today, but it was the best 
they had, and they were honest in what they were taught 
or believed at the time, because there wasn’t anyone to tell 
them any different, whether it was right or wrong: 


The fundamental rule in John 7:17 applies. Had 
they been willing to do the will of God they would have 
known of the doctrine. Ignorance does not excuse, it 
“alienates” from the life of God (Eph. 2: 12). 


“The people that are living at the time of Elijah’s 
coming or during the Millennium, don’t you think they will 
have a better chance to understand the truth, and have 
evil taken out of their lives when the devil or evil is not stick- 
ing under their face all day long, as it is today?” 


They certainly will have a much better chance to under- 
stand the truth and serve God during the thousand years 
when “all shall know the Lord from the least to the 
greatest,” when “sentence against an evil work is executed 
speedily (Eccl. 8:11), when they shall hear a voice 
behind them saying “this is the way walk ye in it,’”’ when 
they turn to the “right hand or to the left’ (Isa. 30: 
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21). However there will be a vast difference in the 
rewards. Those who have worked out their salvation prior 
to Christ’s second coming will be “kings and priests,” 
they will be seated with Christ in His throne (Rev. 5: 
10; 3: 21). The afterfruits, on the contrary, will stand 
before the throne and serve day and night; in other 
words they shall be the subjects of the kingdom (Rev. 7 : 
9, 183—15). 





“Do you think the people that have lived in the past will 
have had the same opportunity to live a righteous life as the 
people that live after Elijah comes, or during the thousand 
years of Christ’s reign?” 


No, they have not had the same chance, but as afore- 
mentioned they will have a greater reward. The promise 
is, “every man according as his works shall be (Rev. 22: 
12). God is able and is a fair and just Paymaster. Yes, 
as you say, “the man who lives after Elijah comes will 
have a much better chance of believing the truth and 
following after Christ than the man that lived before 
Elijah came”—and, again, shall be rewarded accordingly. 

God is just, and it is His privilege to choose the candi- 
dates for salvation in any way or from any source that He 
pleases. If you would re-read the sermons in the MESSAGE 
for April 16 and 30, 1960, entitled “God’s Supremacy 
Verses Man’s Responsibility,” I believe you would get a 


clearer insight into God’s way of dealing with the human 
family. 





“Doesn't God give every man the same chance under the 
same conditions to know and serve Him?” 


It would be difficult to prove that every man has the 
same chance under the same conditions, but it is evident 
that every man is given a chance under conditions which 
he can meet if he will, considering the aforementioned 
promise in John 7: 17. 





“The first of your books that I read was ‘The Devil and 
Hell of the Bible. I have read the Bible through many times 
and know what it says. You say Pharaoh hardened his own 
heart. I agree it says that, but it also says God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart. Why didn’t you quote that? Exodus 4: 21; 
7:3; 7:13; 9:12; 10:1; 14:4,” 


You are correct in the texts that you have cited, they 
all declare that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, but the one 
text that we cited in our booklet showed how God hard- 
ened his heart. “But when Pharaoh saw that there was 
respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto 
them; as the Lord had said.” God hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart by being merciful to him, by removing the plagues. 
And when Pharaoh saw there was respite he hardened 
his heart. God removed the plagues, and in that way his 
heart was hardened. 

The witness of the Philistines at the time they were 
returning the ark of the Lord which they had captured 
from the Israelites when they defeated them in battle, is 
revealing. The ark of God had been in their hands for 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace; thereby good shall come unto 
thee (Job 22: 21). 

Be still, and know that I am God (Ps. 46: 10). 

C ome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest (Matt. 11 : 28). 

D raw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you (Jas. 4: 8). 

E very one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened (Matt. 7: 8). 

Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord (Heb. 12 : 14). 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble (Ps. 46: 1). 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help (Ps. 146: 5). 

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion (Rom. 1:16). 

J oy cometh in the morning (Ps. 30: 5). 

Know ye that the Lord he is God (Ps. 100: 3). 

Love one another as I have loved you (John 15: 12). 

My God shall supply all your need (Phil. 4 : 19). 

N o servant can serve two masters (Luke 16 : 13). 

O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee (Ps. 84; 12). 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you (John 14 : 27). 

QO uicken me after thy loving kindness. (Ps. 119 : 88). 

Remember the word that I said unto you, the servant is not greater than his 
Lord (John 15: 20). 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all th ese things 
shall be added unto you (Matt. 6 : 33). 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee (Isa. 26: 
3). 

Unite my heart to fear thy name (Ps. 86: 11). 

Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, .. . nothing 
shall be impossible unto you (Matt. 17 : 20). 

W ait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the Lord (Ps. 27: 14). 

X amine yourselves whether ye be in the faith (II Cor. 13: 5). 

Yea, though I w alk through the valley o f the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for thou art with me (Ps. 23: 4). 
It is good to be 

Z ealously affected always in a good thing (Gal. 4: 18). 








